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inflict a merciless revenge on the authors of their shame. From
the field of Honain he marched without delay to the siege of
Tayeff; but it was in vain that he offered to the slaves
who formed part of the garrison freedom, violated his own
law by cutting down their fruit trees, and had even made a
breach in the walls ; for, after a siege of twenty days, he sounded
a retreat. The expedition was upon the whole fortunate,
for the spoil amounted to 6000 captives, 24,000 camels, 40,000
sheep, and 4000 ounces of silver. One tribe redeemed their
prisoners by the sacrifice of their idols; and Mohammed com-
pensated the army for the loss by resigning his own share of
the spoils, and declared that he wished, for their sake, that he
possessed as many head of cattle as there were trees in the
province of Tehama. Instead of chastising the disaffection of
the Koreish, who had proved but cold allies, he endeavoured,.
as he expressed it by a strong figure, to cut out their tongues,
and to secure their doubtful adherence by a superior measure
of liberality. Abu Sofian, his former opponent, was converted
to so profitable a religion by a present of three hundred camels
and twenty ounces of silver. The fugitives and the helpers
- alike complained that they who had risked the danger were
neglected in the season of victory; but his answer was, " Suffer
me to conciliate these recent enemies, these doubtful proselytes,
by the gift of some perishable goods. To your guard I entrust
my life and fortunes. You are the companions of my exile,
of my kingdom, of, my Paradise." "Grant us," said envoys
from Tayeff, who were afraid of a repetition of the siege,
"Apostle of God, a truce of three years, with the tolera-
tion of our ancient worship," " Not a month, not an
hour." " Excuse us, at least, from the obligation of prayer."
" Without prayer, religion is of no avail." They submitted:
their temples were demolished, and the same sentence of
destruction was executed on all the idols of Arabia. With
the exception of the Christian tribe of Najrar, which accepted
the alternative of tribute, and Yemama, which at his death
acknowledged the rival prophet Moseilama, the whole of Arabia
now agreed in the confession of the one God, whom he had pro-